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EDITORIAL
Thoughts and Thanks From the Outgoing Editors
With this number, we complete our four-year term as editors of Historia Mathematica.
During these personally very rewarding years, we have had the opportunity not only to work
closely with a remarkable group of authors, referees, editors, colleagues, and personnel at
Academic Press but also to view our field from a privileged vantage point. While striving
to bring the best work currently being done in the history of mathematics before a diverse,
international readership of historians of mathematics, mathematicians, and those interested
in how mathematics has developed over time, we have come to appreciate more deeply what
a key role Historia Mathematica plays in defining the history of mathematics as an active
area of research. We would like to take this opportunity to share some of these insights with
you, to focus attention on a number of issues that we see our field facing as it enters the new
millennium, and to thank the many individuals with whom we have worked so rewardingly
during our term.
First, we have witnessed the power of Historia Mathematica, the official journal of
the International Commission for the History of Mathematics, to unite scholars of many
nationalities in the common goal of understanding how mathematics has evolved in all parts
of the world from (at least) its Mesopotamian and Egyptian roots through the present day. To
get a sense of the journal’s unifying role, consider the countries represented by authors who
have made contributions to it over the past four years: Algeria, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Iran, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain,
Ukraine, the United States, and Uzbekistan. For the most part, too, these authors have
communicated their results in a common language, English, that has further served to unite
our international community of scholars.
Of equal if not greater import, we have also come to see Historia Mathematica as uniquely
positioned to bridge disciplines as seemingly disparate as mathematics, the history of sci-
ence, history, sociology, anthropology, philology, and philosophy, among others. Since
mathematics develops not only as a technical body of knowledge but also as a discipline,
sensitive historical studies must situate the formulation of mathematical arguments within
a context broader than the merely technical. Cultural contexts, the interface between math-
ematics and other sciences, and philosophical worldviews, etc., are all perspectives that
serve potentially to illuminate how mathematics develops. Thus, historians of mathematics
need to be aware of and to draw from a broad range of scholarly literature in order to
craft the sort of multidimensional historical arguments that reveal the evolution of mathe-
matics in all of its fascinating complexity. In particular, we must engage the literature of
the history of science, comparing and contrasting developments in other scientific fields
with developments in mathematics and bringing to bear, where suitable, the methodolog-
ical and historiographical precepts of historians of the other sciences on the history of
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mathematics. At the same time, we must engage the mathematical literature to provide
cogent, accurate, and historically grounded mathematical analyses of historical texts. Ours
is thus a truly interdisciplinary field at a time when the buzzword of interdisciplinarity
usually means something much shallower and much more diffuse. Historia Mathematica is
uniquely poised to set, promote, and maintain this kind of deeply interdisciplinary standard
of research in the history of mathematics internationally.
Of the journal’s strengths these two also underscore some of the key challenges that it
faces. Authors trained in different fields and in diverse educational and scholarly traditions
come to their work having mastered and having been exposed to varying literatures. Yet,
to set an international standard of scholarship in the history of mathematics, the journal
and its editors have to ensure that authors embrace the fullest range of published secondary
literature, and not just the literature published in their individual national venues. This
often means introducing authors to research with which they were previously unfamiliar
and working with them to incorporate that research meaningfully into their own historical
arguments. Moreover, given the journal’s international character and the fact that the vast
majority of its prospective authors want to communicate their results in English, its editors
and authors have the responsibility of maintaining high standards of English exposition and
historical argumentation as well as documentation. This tends to result in much negotiation
between authors and editors and requires a certain amount of patience, but the quality of
the end products most definitely merits the effort.
In a similar vein, the journal relies on its referees—also a truly international group of
scholars—to provide close, detailed, and considered criticism of submissions. Refereeing
is not just a matter of reading a paper and commenting on it in passing; it hinges on careful
analysis and trenchant critique. Nothing less than the health of the discipline depends on the
critical feedback referees provide and on the conscientious incorporation of that feedback
into the written product. Thus, referees do an enormous service to the field when they do their
task thoroughly and an enormous disservice to it when they do not. At Historia Mathematica,
we have been fortunate to have had a hard-working editorial board, our “referees on call,”
as well as numerous independently solicited referees, all of whom have helped us to ensure
our publication’s quality. We thank all of them for their selfless contribution to the journal
and to the field as a whole.
We also acknowledge the efforts of the rest of our editorial staff. Catherine Goldstein,
as book review editor for books in languages other than English, and Paul Wolfson, as
book review editor for English-language works, have extracted books from publishers,
lined up reviewers, and helped reviewers to produce timely reviews of the latest book-
length contributions to the history of mathematics. David Zitarelli, the Abstracts Editor for
a decade, has labored seemingly tirelessly to coordinate an international group of abstracters
and to produce a stunning overview of the latest literature in each of our quarterly issues. As
editorial associate, first Patti Wilger Hunter and then Adrian C. Rice assisted us in the day-
to-day running of the journal and in the time-consuming tasks of editing and proofreading.
Sometimes (we are certain!), we would not have made our deadlines and met our obligations
to the journal had it not been for their help. Finally, Bruno Bougie and Reinoud Koornstra
brought the journal into the late 20th century by creating and maintaining our editors’
homepage on the World Wide Web. This homepage has served our far-flung community
HMAT 26 EDITORIAL 313
by providing information on HM and on the history of mathematics as well as links to
numerous sites of interest for the field.
Thanks are also due our publisher, Academic Press, for enabling us to produce a polished
and professional journal through which historians of mathematics communicate the most
recent fruits of their historical labors. First, Marylyn Irving and currently Jessica Liu have
kept papers flowing smoothly from authors to referees to editors in the journal’s editorial
office in San Diego. In production, Mark Sherry, Nicole Cooksey, Michelle Martin, and now
Yvette Currie have collated editorial changes, dealt with compositors and copy editors, and
worked shoulder-to-shoulder with us to get HM’s issues out with the fewest mistakes and
in the timeliest manner possible. It has been a pleasure working with them all, and it
is a privilege to acknowledge how, through them, Academic Press has contributed to the
advancement of the history of mathematics as a professional subdiscipline within the history
of science.
Finally, we would like to wish our successors, Umberto Bottazzini and Craig Fraser, all
the best of luck during their term(s) as editors. In them, Historia Mathematica will have
strong leadership as the new millenium opens. We hope that they will find their personal
collaboration—as well as the process of working with and getting to know the international
community of historians of mathematics—as rewarding and enriching as we have found it
over the last four years.
Karen Hunger Parshall, Editor
Jan P. Hogendijk, Managing Editor
